of Commons were precisely those which had brought him to so much distinction at the Bar. Yet many distinguished lawyers have been notorious failures
—as were Erskine and  Charles  Russell—in Parlia-
*
ment.    He wart   was   happy   in   that   his   forensic . equipment did not antagonise the House of Com--mons ;  but harmonised alike with its traditions, and with its habitual  methods of expression.    He was polished,   suave,   mildly   ironic,   never   bitter;    he seemed, indeed  (if the metaphor be permitted), to lick round a subject with the tongue of some bland serpent, all of whose poison glands had b£en carefully         ^
sterilised.    He never offended anyone;   he always         __r
answered everyone; and of compliments, which cost him little, he was no niggardly distributor. He certainly owed much to his deserved personal popularity—to a side of his character to which I have hitherto made no reference. He is an extraordinarily genial man. He likes company ; he likes talk ; and            j
he does not disdain the accompaniments by which company is made more agreeable, and talk more            |
tolerable.
And so he became, in the smoking-room of the House of Commons (where much serious business is discharged), one of the most popular and most frequent visitors. An important Minister visiting the            i smoking-room brings with him interest and prestige. Many Ministers have been weakened in their popularity by their failure to realise this elementary truth. Gordon Hewart not only seemed to be hail-fellow-well-met with everyone he met in the House of Commons smoking-room; he actually was so. He missed perhaps his supreme opportunity in life by ^' being born later than the age of those taverns in " *
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